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Repainting the Edge: Portland Art Center moves to Old Town Chinatown

Neighborhoods undergo transitions, putting
on new faces, welcoming new residents
and visitors, and changing personality

and flavor over time. Yet however much

a neighborhood changes on the outside,

it always retains its core, its history, its
character. One look at Portland’s rapidly
evolving Old Town Chinatown neighbor-
hood testifies to this ongoing dialectic of
change and retention, and one new OTCT
neighbor, the non-profit Portland Art Center,
reflects, embraces, and symbolizes the
amalgamation of old and new.

(Above) Gavin Shettler, the Executive Director of PAC, and
Marcia Bizon, a PAC Board Member. (Below) The outside of the
Portland Art Center building, on 5th and Couch.

The non-profit Portland Art Center resides in
its unfinished home at 32 NW 5th Avenue,
between Burnside and Couch, exhibiting
shows even while awaiting renovation. The
Center serves as a welcoming point for
visitors to Portland’s most historic neighbor-
hood, and embraces the city’s vital and ever
growing visual arts community. The Center
moved into its current space on December
8, 2005, relocating from its previous spot on
SE Belmont. The Center and its co-founder
and Executive Director, Gavin Shettler, are
the perfect venue and the perfect curator to
provide the space and opportunity for visual
artists and patrons to intermix and engage in
the creative process.

All art might best be understood as an outward manifestation of an
inward contemplation, a public display of private reflection, thus mak-
ing the visual arts a perfect medium for the creative contract entered
between artist and public. Artists take their experiences, sensibilities,
and knowledge, combine them with personalized theories of aes-
thetics, philosophy, sociology, and transform and project them into
more or less accessible works that speak to and engage others. The
successful process of artistic creation relies not only on the artists
themselves, but on the viewers, who compliment works by bringing to
them a new set of theories and life experiences and completing the
creative process. It is a process in which the past collaborates with

the present, the finished work collaborat-
ing with the viewer; a process during
which diverse past experiences come
together and synthesize in a present
place, always casting an imaginative eye
on the future. It is a process that can-
not successfully be done alone. No one
understands that better than Gavin.

A classically trained musician in both voice
and cello, Gavin attended high school in
Kansas City, moving to Portland in 1994,
where he immediately found his way into
the local arts scene. In 2000, Gavin'’s friend,
painter Patrick Puopolo, who lived in the
Everett Station Lofts in Old Town, asked
Gavin to help showcase his art. Gavin
agreed enthusiastically, having always been
interested not only in artistic creation, but
also in the logistics of facilitating the connec-
tion between that creation and its intended
audience. Gavin quickly became curator for
his friend’s shows, demonstrating an inher-
ent knack for running a gallery. He soon
took over the space himself, beginning the
“Gavin Shettler Gallery,” which showcased
and brought together artists for two and a
half years. Willamette Week noticed Gavin's
talent, consistently naming the gallery one
of their “picks.” Other papers followed suit,
as the gallery garnered positive reviews and
public accolades. Through his dedication and keen artistic sense, Gavin
soon earned enough from his curatorial job to pay rent at the Station.

Success, however, never went to Gavin's head. Rather than resting on
his laurels, Gavin ruminated. In a city with so many wonderful, diverse,
and emerging artists, offering so many interesting pieces and eclectic
voices, how can they all be heard and seen? Equally intriguing to
Gavin were the questions of how one exposes all of these artists to the
public, how one might inform them of about available grants and other
support, and how to unify diverse artists across the Portland arts com-
munity while maintaining their unique voices. As Gavin's reputation as

continued on page 4
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High Scores, Great Games, & Good Times: Ground Kontrol oy wike quinn

In Portland’s Old Town neighbor-
hood, one can travel time just by
walking around the block. Vin-
tage buildings share the streets
with ultramodern office struc-
tures, and the past mingles with
the present every time the MAX
runs past Ankeny fountain. If one
really wants to have a good time
while traveling through time,
though, she or he should head
straight to Ground Kontrol, a full-
time classic video game arcade
and part-time neighborhood bar,
where the 1980s remain alive,
well, and lots of fun.

Taking its name from late Cold War techno-speak, Ground Kontrol gives
rainy-day Portland an oasis of indoor entertainment for people of all ages.
A hall-of-fame lineup of more than 75 classic arcade games—remem-
ber Pac-Man, Centipede, and Mario Brothers?—gives older players a
chance to turn back time and revisit their favorite childhood games, while
also inviting newer generations to discover these hidden treasures of
another era. A bleeping, whirring row of pinball games on the second
floor gives fervent flippers the chance to rack up the points, make a lot of
noise, and even test their skills in league play. DJs and live bands provide
fine accompaniments to the video game sound effects by spinning a wide
range of electronic, rock, and 1980s tunes. And, after 7PM, the licensed
bar offers customers a wide choice of tasty beers in addition to the old-
school video game “staples” of chips and soda.

Minibosses, a popular
musical attraction at
Ground Kontrol, gives
video game theme
music an electric rock
edge. Ground Kontrol
currently provides an
in-house DJ on select
weekday nights and is
working fo expand its
selection of live music
shows.
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Anthony Ramos (left), one of the owners of Ground Kontrol, loves his vintage ‘80’s arcade games — and it shows! He and his partners are
' longtime arcade game enthusiasts and collectors who maintain the machines and do all their own repairs. In his view, the artwork on the

cabinets and the colorful game graphics add to the charm of these classic, time-tested toys. Anthony Lusk (right), an employee, shows off

his favorite pinball game. The entire upstairs of Ground Kontrol features a full array of games for Portland’s growing pool of pinball wizards.

Ground Kontrol, which came to Old Town Chinatown in October
2004, brings a fresh new face to the local business community.
According to Anthony Ramos, one of five owners, Ground Kontrol
stands out as one of the only arcades in the nation that integrates
games, musical acts, and an onsite bar in a spacious, smoke-free
environment. Importantly, Ground Kontrol offers more than entertain-
ment; as a locally-owned business, it brings money into the local
economy and synergizes well with its hip neighbors like Just Be and
Backspace. Finally, while Ground Kontrol serves beer, the proprietors
keep it tucked behind the counter during the day so that kids and
families can enjoy the classic arcade environment, while at night
adult gamers can imbibe a bottle of suds while winning a prize fight
playing Knock Out.

At Ground Kontrol, it is always “game on.” So score points with your friends
and family by bringing them along for a fun ride back through time.

Ground Kontrol at a Glance Location: 511 NW Couch Street. Hours:
noon-1am, seven-days-a-week. Contact: telephone: 503.796.9634;
e-mail: kontact@groundkontrol.com; website: www.groundkontrol.com
Additional Notes: Family friendly from noon-7pm daily, 21+/ID required
after 7pm; visit website to get news, check out events, reserve the game
room for parties, and to view a list of onsite games and refreshments.

KALBERER COMPANY
Real Estate Investments and Development.
Patrick Gortmaker

Project Manager
(503) 227-8600, ext. 13

Doing business in 0ld Town
and Chinatown since 1944.
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Beautiful by Design: Just Be CompleX by wike quinn

Portlanders know from common experi-
ence the grey of damp, dreary Northwest
winter days. What they may not know,
however, is that a bright burst of color
has made a splash on the Old Town
scene with the arrival, success, and i
growth of the Just Be Complex. Located I;';':ﬁ '
on the hot, hip corner of NW Couch and ¢

5th Ave, Just Be features a kaleidoscopic
array of colorful products that, taken to-
gether, reflect the power of fresh design.

Upon entering Just Be, one quickly un-
derstands why it is called a “complex’—
a boggling array of toys, collectibles,

. . . N
shoes, clothes magazines, videos, and  Katsu Tanaka, the owner and creative force behin
more lay spread out before the custom- brought his keen eye for fresh design and good business from Japan to
Old Town Chinatown in 1992, at the age of 16.

er. At the same time, however, a sublime
simplicity unites all these items—anything can be unique, interesting,
and beautiful given the right design. For example, a tall glass case
houses striking figurines, including princes of pop culture such as
Darth Vader of Star Wars, Optimus Prime of Transformers, and other
characters from the worlds of science fiction and Japanese anima-
tion. The shelves in the middle of the store overflow with cartoon-type
characters reminiscent of Pokemon, totemic creatures promising
good fortune, and collectibles from such cult films as Napoleon
Dynamite and Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride. Even the spacious front
windows explode in color and cool, displaying limited edition Nike

(Left) Whatever you
find on the shelves at
Just Be, it is sure to

and one-of-a-kind!

(Right) Optimus Prime,
the hero of Hasbro’s
Transformers toy
collection, stands
sentinel along with an
array of eye-catching
collectibles in Just Be’s
wall of fame.

West Portland One Stop
2 NW Second Avenue » 503-226-7387

Unemployed? Need help finding a job?
Underemployed? Need a better job?

We provide FREE career counseling, resume development,
job training, transportation assistance and more.
Call or stop by today!

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program
Auxiliary Aids and Services are Available Upon Request
to Individuals with Disabilities

interesting, imaginative,

footwear more closely resembling artwork
to be admired than shoes to be worn
splashing through Portland’s puddles.

Just Be adds a unique element to the Old
Town Chinatown business community.
. According to Brian Rice, Just Be webmas-
ter and store assistant, there is a story
behind the store’s every item because
every design has its designer. Many
designers come in to admire the work of
their colleagues, and their interactions
_infuse the store with creative synergy.

| Additionally, Brian notes, this commingling
=g A S%  of creativity and talent brings the best of
d the Just Be Complex, the rest of the world to Portland, providing
unique limited-edition items that cannot
be found anywhere else in town. Finally,
the complex—particularly the upstairs art gallery— provides a popular
destination for innovative art shows and First Thursday events; not to
mention serving as a gravitational nexus point for shoppers of every
age and appreciators of art in every possible medium.

In the end, Just Be is something Portlanders should just see. The
complex offers something for just about everyone, and it all looks
good. So as spring makes its return to Portland, and the clouds give
way to the sun, shake off the memories of rain, walk in the store, and
scope the products with a fresh mind. Chances are, you will like what
you see, especially with all of that color
after a long, drab winter.

Just Be Complex at a Glance Location: 107
NW 5th Avenue. Hours: Monday-Saturday,
12-8pm; Sunday, 12-6pm. Contact: tele-
phone: 503.769.2733; e-mail: webmaster@
justbecomplex.com; website: www.justbe-
complex.com. Additional notes: ask staff
about pricing for collectibles; the website
features a searchable catalog of all store
products and has a checkout function for
online purchases.

Lift your community.
Join the Alliance.

PORTLAND AUSINESS

ALLIANCE
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Portland Art Center, continued from page 1

a committed champion of the arts grew, these questions ultimately led
to the founding of the Portland Art Center. “Artists kept coming to me,
using me as a city resource with a knowledge of the Portland visual
arts scene,” Gavin recalls. What artists needed, he realized, was a
centralized information hub where they could not only get information
about all things relating to the visual arts scene in Portland, but a place
where they could share that information. “[I] saw needs in the com-
munity that were not being met, or at least not being filled completely.”
Thus, in 2002, Gavin launched the Portland Art Center with friend Brian
Suereth (who has since moved on to other pursuits). The founders had
a clear goal for the center: identify what different artists and organiza-
tions need, help them address those needs, and ultimately help them
meet those needs.

Portland Art Center began delivering Gavin’s vision as “a visual and
resource center for the entire community—not just artists, but for
everyone interested in the visual arts,” in 2003. Known originally as the
Portland Center for the Advancement of Culture, the Center received
its first grant from the Ohio based Morgan Foundation. This grant
engendered the Center’s first major exhibition, The Modern Zoo. Suc-
cess followed quickly, and the Center’s increasing popularity ultimately
necessitated its move to the larger, more centralized location in Old
Town. The new location never would have been possible without the
support and forward thinking of developers David Gold and Howard
Davis, who purchased the building that will serve as the Center’s new
home. The itinerant developers focus on re-envisioning buildings for
alternative uses. Gold and Davis, Gavin says, are not only champions
of the visual arts, but are committed to the city of Portland and its
neighborhoods as well as its artists. Providing space for the arts, while
vital to their vision for Portland, is only one aspect of Gold’s and Davis’s
development hopes; the prospect of bringing a true sense of communi-
ty and a thriving, sustainable environment to downtown also excites the
pair. Focusing the art scene in the city’s center with projects such as
the Portland Art Center combines the goals of uniting interesting gallery
space with the bustling streets of a vibrant downtown. It is a vision that
Gavin—who sees the Center as a visual and resource center for the
entire community, not just for artists—shares. That shared vision made
Portland Art Center the natural choice to become the old building’s
new face, and why Gold and Davis invited Gavin and the Center to
become their anchor tenant, committing $100,000 in first-year support,

$1.00
OFF

One General Admission
to the
Portland Classical Chinese Garden

Eﬁ Portland Classical
= CHINESE
GARDEN

Open Daily « NW 3rd & Everett + 503.228.8131 * www.portlandchinesegarden.org

and signing the Center
to a five-year lease with
a five-year renewable
option.

Portland Art Center's 4
new home promises to

play an important role
in meeting that vision.
Moving into and reno-

vating an older building The little ceramic boats are part of an exhibition called
not only acknowledges Multiplicity that began March 2 and runs until April 22.

the tradition and history gllj:;g)rs for the show are Kate Bonasinga and Vincent

of Old Town Chinatown,

it further allows for a continuation and evolution of that history; the fu-
ture sweeps up the past, keeping it alive in the present. The Center’s
8,000 square-feet of gallery space will triple its former capacity and
make it the second largest gallery in Portland, behind only the Port-
land Museum of Art. The huge gallery will allow the Center to cater
to and support a wide swatch of artists, especially local, independent
artists, while simultaneously serving the general public. It will be a
true “hub” and “public resource center for the visual arts,” Gavin says
proudly. Beyond the main gallery, the Center will have artist’s work
studios on above floors, a permanent meeting room, a space for
lectures and film screenings, and will host theater companies, such
as Fever Theater and Liminal. Thanks to fagade renovation sup-
ported by PDC'’s storefront improvement program, there will be plenty
of street-level windows, including two new window galleries, one on
4th and one on Couch, that will look out onto the street while inviting
outside eyes in to take a peek. There will even be artistic pieces on
the outside of the building, making it a 24-hour art center in 24-hour
Old Town. “No matter what time of day it is,” Gavin says, “this build-
ing will be alive and interesting and exciting.” Perhaps best of all, the
new space comes complete with one of the city’s most recognizable

2006 Transit Open Houses

Learn the latest!

Please join us at TriMet Open Houses to hear
about I-205/Portland Mall Light Rail progress
and ideas for relocating Mall bus service
during construction.

Wednesday, March 15, 2006
11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-7 p.m.
Portland Building, 1120 SW 5th Ave., Room C

Stay informed
* Sign up for Portland Mall email updates at portlandmall.org
» Call 503-962-2156 for more information
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Portland Art Center, continued

landmarks: the Chinatown Gate. “I can just tell people, do you know
where the Chinese Gate is located? That's where we are.”

Renovation, of course, requires both money and commitment, and
the Center continues generating both. Meyer Memorial Trust recently
granted $50,000 to Portland Art Center, spread over two-years, and
the Oregon Arts Commission has granted $1,000 support. “What
these funds do, they just open up so many new doors,” Gavin says.
“They help us in fundraising, of course, both in terms of individual
and corporate support and benefactors.” The generous grants have
provided a springboard for the Center in its capital funds campaign.
The campaign kicked off in December and runs until July 1 with an
ambitious, but attainable goal: raise $200,000, money that will be
used primarily for the build-out of the building and in securing pro-
gramming. Artists themselves play an important part in raising money
for the Center. Those exhibiting their works at the Center’s tempo-
rary home donate 40% of each sale to the capital funds campaign.
“When artists are involved in fundraising, they are obviously benefit-
ing as well,” Gavin says. “They get a space to showcase their work
while directly contributing to the sustainability of that space. It's a
natural and symbiotic relationship.” Further, the center benefits from
the support of countless volunteers and interns, whose energy and
passion for the arts provide the Portland Art Center with its opera-

Oregon Poet Laureate to Host Neighborhood

Storytelling Event

tional staffing. Gavin hopes the Center’s newly, completely renovated
space will be ready for launch by late-summer of 2006. Until then, the
unfinished space still allows the Center to continue realizing Gavin's
original dream of uniting Portland’s visual arts.

The Old Town Chinatown neighborhood has old-time history, old-
time architecture, and an old-time feel. Yet Old Town also welcomes
newcomers and those on the margins; it possesses a keen commit-
ment to exploration, development, and the art of blending its past and
its future in the present. This historic downtown neighborhood with
myriad diffuse elements could not be a better home for the Portland
Art Center. “Contemporary art lends itself to an edgy neighborhood,”
Gavin says, “which is what Old Town is. It's on the edge of the Pearl,
the edge of the Willamette, the edge of downtown.” Old Town is on
the edge of progress. “Only in Old Town can a scrappy non-profit
launch itself in a giant space and survive,” Gavin says. That has
always been the Old Town way, where the old never fails to embrace
the new, where the outside transforms while the core remains, and
where the future never forgets the past.

Portland Art Center at a Glance Location: 32 NW 5th Avenue.
Hours: Thursday-Saturday, noon-6pm. Contact; Gavin Shettler, Ex-
ecutive Director; telephone: 503.236.3322; e-mail: info@portlandart.

Portland
Saturday Market

Handcrafts direct

Poet and storyteller Lawson Inada, the University of Southern Oregon professor who was recently named
the state’s Poet Laureate, will host an afternoon of poetry, stories, music, and song on April 23, 2006. The
event celebrates the rich history and culture of Old Town Chinatown and brings Portland’s many talented
students of Chinese and Japanese back to the heart of the community.

from the Artist to You

Groups invited to perform include Dragon Art Puppet Troupe, Yat Sing Music Club, musician Mitch limori,
and Portland Taiko. The program will take place from 1:30-3:30pm in the historic Globe Hotel on First
Avenue at NW Couch. The event is made possible through a grant from the Multnomah County Cultural
Trust to the Arts, Culture, and History committee of the Old Town Chinatown Neighborhood Association.
Lead organizers are the Zimmerman Community Center, the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, Chinese Con-
solidated Benevolent Association, and the Northwest China Council.

Sat. 10-5 ¢ Sun. 11-4:30
under the west end of
the burnside bridge
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PHLUSH Presents Public Restroom Report

PHLUSH (Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human), the Old Town China-
town neighborhood-based public toilet research group, summarized
its long anticipated report at the February 7 meeting of the Old Town
Chinatown Neighborhood Association.

Portions of the six-month research project were presented by each
of the group’s six members: Tom Carrollo, of Beardsley Building
Development, Nikki Jardin, of Sisters of the Road Café, Inc., Barbara
Lescher, of Our Peaceful Place, Carol McCreary, of Steel Bridge, Lan
Nguyen, of Orchid Salon and Chirstopher Yarrow, of The Monkey
and the Rat. The presentation was illustrated with photos, maps, and
a video depicting the operation of one of the automatic public toilets
recently installed in Boston.

PHLUSH believes that everyone should have access to restrooms and
that restroom availability represents a human right. Well-managed,
cost-effective public restrooms reflect shared values of comfort, dignity,
and respect while acknowledging the fundamental, practical need for
all people to have access to restrooms when they are away from home.

The group reviewed the often unrecognized benefits of accessible
public toilets as well as the high social and economic costs associ-
ated with not having accessible public toilets. Public restrooms help
revitalize downtown neighborhoods by inviting people out of their
cars and onto their feet, bicycles, and mass transit. They also reduce
costs and stress for business owners. They contribute to health

and fitness by enabling people to participate in outdoor sports and
recreational activities. Finally, public restrooms serve the “restroom
challenged.” These are people who need to urinate frequently or
whose need is sudden and urgent, such as older people, young chil-
dren, pregnant women, and those with a broad range of visible and
invisible medical conditions.

In conducting its research, PHLUSH looked at a number of physical
types of public restrooms and a range of management alternatives.
They then created a matrix to identify the most promising intersections
of facility type and management alternative. From there, they chose and
developed six options to recommend to policy makers and the public.

Option 1 is to upgrade Portland’s existing public restrooms. PHLUSH

$1.00
OFF

One General Admission
to the
Portland Classical Chinese Garden
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found that most required minor physical modifications to greatly en-
hance comfort and safety. PHLUSH also explored the possibility of
employing attendants or encouraging push cart-based businesses to
set up nearby. A second viable option uses portable sanitation units
on parking lots. One such possible model would be a portable toilet
enclosed in a wire cage. This option could even be landscaped and
fitted with a community bulletin board. A third option is a storefront
rest-stop located among retail businesses in the historic district. In
this scenario a uniformed attendant would maintain the toilets as well
as welcoming visitors and providing brochures and flyers on restau-
rants, shops, and cultural sites.

A fourth option is automatic public toilets, one for which the PHLUSH
report highlighted the best practices in management and cost recov-
ery from a dozen U.S. cities. Option 5 focuses on the historic comfort
station on W. Burnside in the North Park Blocks, and recommends
that the premises accommodate a private business which would be
responsible for maintaining public toilets. The final option is inspired
by one-of-a-kind artist-designed restrooms in London and a town in
New Zealand.

PHLUSH's immediate objectives are to promote public discussion

of public restrooms, to formulate citywide public restroom policy, to
encourage working groups to research options, and to explore private
and public funding sources.

The PHLUSH study represents the latest and most comprehensive in
along line of efforts by Old Town neighborhood activists to demon-
strate the need for and benefits of public restrooms. With the release
of the report, entitled “Public Restrooms for Old Town Chinatown,”
PHLUSH is calling on the community, public officials, and planners

to carry the proposed options forward. Graduate students at Portland
State University’s School of Urban Studies and Planning provided
technical assistance to PHLUSH and have adopted public toilets as
their final capstone project.

THE PHLUSH report has been posted on the website of the American
Restroom Association, a national advocacy group: www.americanrest-
room.org/phlush/. For more information about the groups developing
plans, contact Nikki Jardin at nikki@sistersoftheroad.org.

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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Serving Portland’s
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Old Town Chinatown CRIER 7

Streetscape Completion Festival Planned: Under the Autumn Moon

Over the last two years parts of Old Town Chinatown have weathered
clouds of dust, early mornings pierced by the sounds of heavy machin-
ery, the removal of cherry blossom trees, sidewalks torn apart, and
streets graded and repaved. And while most residents and visitors had
faith that all of the construction would ultimately pay big dividends in
the form of improved streets, and an exciting new neighborhood attrac-
tion offering a fresh aesthetic, one could not fault them for occasionally
having their doubts.

The end of the Streetscape project, however, is finally in sight, and
what better way to mark the occasion than with a weekend-long
celebration? “Under the Autumn Moon,” scheduled for September
29-October 1, 2006, is the brainchild of the Grand Opening Com-
mittee, a collection of organizations and individuals who have past
and current history in Old Town Chinatown. The three-day event, the
Committee says, “promises to be the first of many festivals of multi-
cultural celebration honoring the past, present, and future of Old Town
Chinatown,” will commemorate the completion of the NW 3rd and 4th
Avenue Streetscape, including the new Festival Streets. Organizations
planning the opening festivities include: The Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association, the Portland Chinese Times, the Portland
Classical Chinese Garden, the Portland Department of Transportation,
the Portland Development Commission, and the Old Town Chinatown
Neighborhood Association.

The Streetscape celebration will culminate four years of community
planning and a $5.35 million project partnership between the Old
Town Chinatown community, the Portland Development Commission,
and the Portland Office of Transportation. The goal of the improve-
ments project has been to strengthen the identity of the historic
OTCT district, foster cultural and economic diversity, and to provide
a vibrant pedestrian environment for commercial, retail, and residen-
tial uses. The completed Streetscape project area includes NW 3rd
and 4th Avenues from West Burnside to NW Glisan, including cross
streets, and encompasses two National Historic Registry Districts:
the Chinatown/Japantown Historic District (designated 1989) and the
Skidmore Old Town Historic District (designated 1975). Finished proj-
ect improvements include new streets, new sidewalks with granite
paver accents, more than 100 new Asian trees, and the instaliment

LOUIS K.C. LEE

Certified Public Accountant

4 318 NW Davis St.
‘ llcpa@qwest.net
‘ \.‘:((‘\’ 503-227-2621

of new streetlights, thereby doubling the number of lights in the area.
At the project’s core will stand two festival streets on NW Davis and
Flanders. The festival streets will permit traffic, but can be closed

in observance of neighborhood and city-wide festivals, such as the
Under the Autumn Moon grand opening celebration itself.

The celebration aims to incorporate the many diverse cultural com-
munities historically associated with Old Town Chinatown, including
Chinese, Japanese, Greek, Jewish, African-American, Roman, and
Scandinavian, thus acknowledging and reveling in the rich cultural
and historical significance of the neighborhood. The new festival
streets will be the primary locations for the celebration, which will
include open air markets, multi-cultural music and dance, fireworks, a
parade, international food, and craft activities, all designed to display
the neighborhood’s diverse people, businesses, and services. The
event also coincides with the traditional Mid-Autumn Festival, one of
the most widely celebrated Chinese holidays. Portland’s elaborate
Mid-Autumn festival, organized by the Portland Chinese Times, will
move back to downtown in collaboration with Under the Autumn
Moon.

Before we know it, Old Town Chinatown will have finished an im-
portant facelift, one highlighting our neighborhood’s diverse history
and culture, and one that promises to beckon visitors. So mark your
calendars now, and cross off the days as construction winds down on
the Streetscape project. Celebration is just over the summer horizon,
Under the Autumn Moon.

For more information contact: Bob Gandolfi, bobevents@comcast.net,
or Cindy Thompson, cindy@ctevents.biz. Many different sponsorship
opportunities are available, running from $250 for “Neighborhood
Sponsors” to $20,000 for the “Dragon Rider: Presenting Sponsor.”
All sponsors will receive various benefits commensurate with their
sponsorship level.

Under the Autumn Moon
Celebrating Renewal and Diversity
in Historic Old Town Chinatown

Festival Streets

September
29,30 &
October 1
2006
To help with festival
planning, contact Julie
Rawls, (503) 823-3294 or
RawlsJ@pdc.us
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Louis Lee Receives Community Service
Award

At their February 25 “Year of the Dog” dinner, the Northwest China
Council honored Louis Lee for his service to the community. In
presenting the 2006 Flying Horse Community Service Award, NWCC
Executive Director Rosario Aglialoro recognized Lee for “his abil-

ity to appreciate the complex nature of the changes taking place in
Portland’s Old Town Chinatown neighborhood and his dedication

to working with the various constituencies.” Lee, a Certified Public
Accountant, was born and raised in Hong Kong and has been active
in a number of mainstream and Chinese organizations, including the
OTCT Neighborhood Association, the Visions Committee, the Chi-
nese Consolidated Benevolent Association, the Lee Family Associa-
tion, and the Arts, Culture and History Group.

Old Town Chinatown Crier Announces
Redesign Competition

The volunteer staff at the Crier could not be happier with the positive
response the community has given our magazine over the last three
years. We are proud of the magazine’s continuing development and
evolution. But we are not satisfied. Not yet. In conjunction with our
special Fall, 2006 Streetscape Celebration issue, the Crier is pleased
to announce a magazine redesign competition. Full details will be
released in the Summer, 2006 issue of the Crier. The winner of the
redesign competition will be given exclusive rights to reformat the
Crier and reinvent its look, including logo, headings, format, and pos-
sibly name. Winning redesign will, naturally, be subject to approval by
the Crier staff. The winning entry will not garner a cash prize, but the
designer’s name will appear in the Crier. It's a great way to pad your
portfolio, so get your pens scratching and your computer drafting!

First Sundays in Old Town Chinatown

Throughout 2006, Arts, Culture, and History invites the public to First
Sundays in Old Town Chinatown. Visitors can look forward to a full
day of family activities on the first Sunday of every month, including
self-guided tours of the neighborhood to visit historic sites, special
events and activities, and unique shopping and eclectic restaurants.
Many activities are free of charge. Colored brochures with the
month’s First Sunday program are available at Saturday Market,
Portland Classical Chinese Garden, and at cooperating retail outlets.

Association Committees and Neighborhood Meetings

Membership in OTCTNA is open to all who reside, own businesses or prop-
erty, or work in Portland’s Old Town Chinatown Neighborhood. Meetings are
open and committees welcome volunteers. If you cannot attend meetings but
have ideas to share or would like o get involved please get in touch.

Old Town Chinatown Neighborhood Association Board of Directors
First Tuesdays, 4:30-6:30pm; Port of Portland, 121 NW Everett.
Tom Carrollo: tom@beardsleybldgs.com

OTCTNA Public Safety Committee
First Thursdays, 9:30am-11:00am; Central City Concern, 232 NW
Sixth Ave. Howard Weiner: howard@calsk8.com

OTCTNA Arts, Culture and History Group
Third Tuesdays, 11:30am-1:00pm; Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center,
121 NW 2nd Avenue. June Schumann: onlc@oregonnikkei.org

OTCTNA Communications Committee
Last Mondays, 4:00-5:00pm; Northwest Resource Credit Union, 221
NW Second Avenue. Carol McCreary: carolmccreary@comcast.net

OTCTNA Joint Land Use & Design Review Committee
First Tuesdays, 3:00-4:30pm; Chamber of Commerce, 221 NW Third
Ave. Paul Verhoeven: paul@saturdaymarket.org

Old Town Chinatown Visions Committee
Second Wednesdays, 11:30am-1:00pm; Central City Concern, 232
NW Sixth Ave. Susan Snyder: ssnyder@centralcityconcern.org

Visions Business Development Committee
Fourth Thursdays, 11:30am-1:00pm; 8 NW 8th Avenue, CCC Commu-
nity Conference Room. Dorian Yee: dyee@bankofthewest.com

Visions ldentity and Branding Sub-Committee
Second Fridays, 2:00pm; Portland Classical Chinese Garden offices,
137 NW 3rd. Gloria Lee: glee@portlandchinesegarden.org

Visions Business Environment Sub-Committee
Brian McCarl: brian@brianmccarico.com

Visions Business Engagement Sub-Committee
Monica Beemer: monica@sistersoftheroad.org

Visions 100% Occupancy Sub-Committee
Third Thursdays, 4:00-5:30pm; Little Italy Development, 115 SW Ash,
#400E. Gianna Lupo: gianna@littleitalyportland.com

PHLUSH (Public Toilets Research Group)
Nikki Jardin: nikki@sistersoftheroad.org

About the Old Town Chinatown Crier

The Crier seeks to share the people, the places, and the concerns of
Portland’s most diverse neighborhood. The Crier welcomes submis-
sions of tips, story ideas, news, articles, and letters-to-the-editor. Send
submissions to Crier editor Ted Occhialino: topdx@comcast.net

Visit www.OldTownChinatown.com. If your business or organization is
not listed, send into to Ashley Thomason at athomason@nrfcu.org




